The SaviorOs Sermon
Your FatherOs Son

J

Picture two families enjoying a warm
summer’s day at the park. Each couple
has two children, a boy and a girl. The
girls are playing in the sandbox and the
boys are playing baseball with the dads.
The moms are sitting in the shade watch-
ing everyone enjoy themselves as they sit
and chat. One of the boys is up to bat and
on the first pitch just crushes the ball.
He’s so fast, he rounds the bases before
they can get the ball in. The boy’s mother
says to the other mother, “He’s certainly
his father’s son!”

The other boy gets up to bat. He doesn’t
stand quite right. He’s got a big gap in his
grip on the bat. First pitch—whiff. Second
pitch—whiff. Now he’s bound and de-
termined. The third pitch comes and he
swings with all his might. He pops the
ball straight up and spinning around
flops on the ground. As he tries to get up
the ball falls from the sky and clunks him
on his head. This boy’s mother also says,
“He’s certainly his father’s son.”

That phrase “your father’s son” can be
said in times of praise and times of em-
barrassment. THE SAVIOR’S SERMON
continues as Jesus calls you to live as
YOUR FATHER’S SON and your Fa-
ther’s daughter.
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Depending on who your parents were
growing up determined how they reacted
to your report card. For some parents, a
“C” is great, it’s average. Others are hap-
py to see a “B” while others expected no
less than an “A” in everything. God our
Father is that last parent: “So then, be
perfect, as your heavenly Father is per-
fect.”

Notice Jesus doesn’t say, “Just get a pass-
ing grade. A “D-" will be just fine. So
long as you pass, I’ll let you into heaven.”
Jesus also doesn’t say, “Just try your very
best. Do whatever you can, and I'll give
you the crown of life,” as if heaven were
a silly participation prize. No, Jesus says,
“Be perfect.” Be perfect in every mulling
of your mind. Be perfect in every lyric
that falls from your lips. Be perfect in
every motion made by the members of
your body. Why? Because “your heavenly
Father is perfect” and he cannot and will
not stand for anything that isn’t perfect.

This unwillingness to put up with even
the smallest imperfection isn’t because
God our Father is a snob or unloving. It is
because he is a holy and just God. It’s
also because he loves us more than we
can ever know this side of heaven. He is
our Father who doesn’t want us to fall
back into the lies which once controlled

1JJis the acronym for Jesus Juyavhich is Latin for “Jesus Help”. It is a short prayer used by many minis-
ters and sacred musicians at the beginning of their work.



our lives. Our Father doesn’t want us to
abandon our new family for our old one.
Our Father doesn’t want us to turn back
to our first father—the devil.

What? The devil? Our father? Yes, before
we were brought into God’s family, the
devil was our father because of our unbe-
lief. When speaking to those who didn’t
believe Jesus said, “You belong to your
father, the devil, and you want to carry
out your father’s desires. He was a mur-
derer from the beginning,
not holding to the truth,
for there is no truth in
him. When he lies, he
speaks his native lan-
guage, for he is a liar and
the father of lies.” (Jn. 8:44
NIV84)
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Again today Jesus re-
minds you that you have
been set free from your
old father to live for your
new Father. Jesus calls you

live as YOUR HEAVENLY
FATHER'S SONS &
DAUGHTERS.

Last week Jesus’ point of view addressed
sins we commit against others. Today he
turns the tables and talks about sins
committed against us. Now that’'s a
whole different story, isn’t it? Today Jesus
teaches us how to behave towards those
who have hurt us. How we respond to
sins committed against us determines
how someone watching would respond.
Either, “He’s his Father’s son,” meaning
heavenly Father, or “He’s his father’s

son,” meaning the old evil father, the
devil.

Jesus says, “You have heard that it was
said, ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a
tooth.”” Jesus is referring back to the
command the LORD had given the people
of Israel for their civil law courts. God
was telling them that the punishment
should fit the crime. God wasn’t giving
us a formula as to how we should take
revenge. In our second lesson we heard
Paul clearly condemn re-
venge saying, “Do not
take revenge, dear friends,
but leave room for God’s
wrath. For it is written,
“Vengeance is mine; | will
repay,” says the
Lord.” (Rom. 12:19)

But what do we naturally
want to do when someone
hurts us? We want to hurt
them right back at least as
much as they have hurt
us. Often times we want
to hurt them even more to
make them think about
hurting us again. He hits, so you bite. She
shouts, so you scream. He ignores, So you
long for someone else. She isn’t interest-
ed, so you lust. He takes advantage of
you, so you drag his name through the
mud. She gossips about you, so you plot
her demise.

Friends, each of you can think of how
you’ve taken revenge, maybe even today.
Each one of you can think of how you
raged against the person who hurt you,



even if it was confined to your mind.
Each one of you has failed to be perfect.
Each one of you can hear the heartbroken
words, “He’s his father’s son.” “She’s her
father’s daughter.”

Jesus says, “You have heard that it was
said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.”” That sounds right...right? The
first part, “love your neighbor,” God our
Father has said, but he has never said the
second part. The second part, “hate your
enemy,” is what our old father, the devil,
says. The devil says you should only love
those who love you, but that “love” isn’t
really love but only a way
to serve ourselves and our
interests.

Think of how you have let
anger take anchor in your
heart for the classmate
whose main goal in life
seems to be making your
life miserable. Think of
how you harbor hatred in your heart for
those politicians you’re convinced are de-
stroying our nation. Think of how you
dive right into disgust for those who pa-
rade the shame of their sin for all the
world to see. You get angry, you hate you
despise and perhaps never once feel pity
for or pray for those you consider ene-
mies. I’'ve had people here say to my face
that they won’t ever talk to a family
member ever again or try to work things
out! And more often than not, the reasons
given to me is all about stupid material
things that you cannot take with you
when you die!

Friends, each of you can think of how
you’ve forgotten who your neighbor tru-
ly is and hated those you consider to be
enemies, probably already today. Each
one of you has failed to be perfect. Each
one of you can hear the heartbroken
words, “He’s his father’s son.” “She’s her
father’s daughter.”

Perfection is something God demands

from each of us, but we can’t give it to

him. When Jesus tells us to be perfect,

he’s talking to us, but he’s also talking

about himself. The only reason why your

heavenly Father is your heavenly Father
Is because Jesus was and
is His Father’s Son!

Jesus is certainly his Fa-
ther’s Son. According to
his Father’s plan, God the
Son left his throne on high
and wrapped himself up
in our human flesh. He
was entirely perfect his
whole life though, just as his heavenly
Father is perfect. When the people kept
coming to him even after long and ex-
hausting days, he kept healing and teach-
ing. When people were desperate, he
gave abundantly. When people came only
seeking earthly blessings he patiently
taught them to seek first the things most
needful—his kingdom and his right-
eousness. When a friend betrayed him, he
didn’t destroy him. When men slapped
and hit him, he turned the other cheek.
When soldiers nailed him to the cross, he
didn’t curse them, but prayed for them.
As he suffered on the cross he didn’t quit
but carried all our sin. He did this all for



us, his enemies! We look at Jesus and
can’t help but say, “You are your Father’s
Son!”

Because he has done this for us. Because
he always has been and always will be
his Father’s Son in all he thinks and says
and does, we don’t have to be sons and
daughters of that evil father, the devil. He
did all those things so that we’d be set
free from our old father to live for our
new Father. Dear friends, when God
chose you, he stole you away from your
old father and adopted you into his fami-
ly. When he created faith in your heart so
that you would look to Jesus as your Sav-
ior, he forgave you all your imperfections
and gave you his Son’s perfection! You
are YOUR FATHER’S SON, you are
YOUR FATHER’S DAUGHTER!

And now because Christ’s perfection is
your perfection, he calls on you to live as
his child. And today he tells us that it
shows itself as we love others just as
Christ has loved us. Paul perfectly sum-
marizes what being our Father’s children
looks like in our second lesson today
when he says, “Be joyful in hope. Endure
trials patiently. Persist in prayer. ... Bless
those who persecute you; bless and do
not curse... Do not pay anyone back evil
for evil... If it is possible, as far as it de-
pends on you, maintain peace with

everyone. Do not take revenge, dear
friends, but leave room for God’s wrath.
For it is written, “Vengeance is mine; |
will repay,” says the Lord. But: If your
enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty,
give him a drink. For by doing this, you
will heap burning coals on his head. Do
not be overcome by evil, but overcome
evil with good.” (Rom. 12 selected verses)

Notice that God our Father’s reaction is
the complete opposite of our old father,
the devil’s reaction. Our old father lashes
out, is selfish and hates his enemies. Our
new Father is patient, selfless and loves
his enemies so that he can win them for
himself. Dear fellow sons and daughters
of our heavenly Father, this is the goal.
This is how you live as YOUR FATHER’S
SONS & DAUGHTERS. Show the same
patient love that has been shown to you
so that even your enemies would turn
away from the old evil father. Let go of
any anger or hatred and reach out with
God’s Word and God’s love. Pray for
them and live in such a way that people
would look at you and say, “He is his Fa-
ther’s son...she is her Father’s daughter.”
Amen.

SDG?

2SDG is an acronym for Soli Deo Gloriawhich is Latin for “To God Alone Be The Glory”. This is a state-
ment of humility used by many ministers and sacred musicians at the end of their work to let themselves
and others know that it isn’t about getting glory for themselves, but about giving all glory to God.
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