L ook At What He Did!

J
Have you ever thought of how Adam
and Eve must have daydreamed about
going back into paradise? For hundreds
and hundreds of years of living in the
world they ruined, they could dream of
going back into the Garden of Eden, but
they could never go back. Just think of
the guilt Satan would constantly try to re-
burden their hearts with! Especially when
anybody died. How the pain of guilt
must have flooded their hearts when
their own son, Cain, killed his brother!
And how Cain was then lost to spiritual
death! How often Satan tormented them
with thoughts of “If only we hadn’t...”
All because of what happened that terri-
ble day in the Garden.

“Now the serpent was more clever than
any wild animal which the LorD God
had made.” The snake was good at
sneaking around without others seeing or
hearing him. Perhaps that’s why Satan
chose the snake so he could sneak up on
Adam and Eve. And “he said to the
woman, ‘Has God really said, “You shall
not eat from any tree in the garden’?’”

Notice how he opens the dialogue. He
first lures Eve by getting her to correct his
obvious false statement. But he does it to
get her to also state God’s truth about one
tree in particular. It’s really the only thing
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he can tempt her with since there is only
one law that can be broken. He begins his
temptation by questioning God’s truth-
fulness, then to set the hook he tempts
her by questioning God’s love.

“The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may
eat fruit from the trees of the garden, but
not from the fruit of the tree that is in the
middle of the garden. God has said, “You
shall not eat from it. You shall not touch
it, or else you will die.” Already they’re
in trouble. Eve responds! What should be
coming from her mouth should have al-
ready come from Adam’s mouth: “Let’s
get out of here! A snake is talking!” Hear-
ing this is like watching a movie when
you know a character is about to make a
huge mistake, like checking out a strange
noise. You want to shout out, “No! Don’t
do it! Run away you fool!!” But you
can’t. You helplessly have to watch the
disaster unfold.

The serpent said to the woman, “You cer-
tainly will not die. In fact, God knows
that the day you eat from it, your eyes
will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” Now Satan has
guestioned God’s love for them. “God is
lying to you! Don’t you realize? He’s
holding out on you. He doesn’t want you
to have everything because he’s mean.
Let me tell you, | know. He thought mak-

1) is the acronym for Jesus Juve, which is Latin for “Jesus Help”. It is a short prayer used by many minis-
ters and sacred musicians at the beginning of their work.



ing me one of the most powerful angels
would have satisfied me so he could keep
the best for himself. He’s doing the same
thing with you! He’s just trying to ap-
pease you. He’s just trying to keep you
under control. He doesn’t really love you.
You’re just a plaything to him. Come on,
I’ll show you what’s really good for you.
Follow me, we’ll have some real fun to-
gether.”

Then Moses records not just the end of
Paradise, but the ruin of
all the world: “When the

and treasured greatly. It wasn’'t the
Almighty. It wasn’t just the supreme holy
being, God. It is the LOrRD God who
comes to seek and to save the lost! The
God who is both holy, and gracious and
compassionate.

And seeking the lost is exactly what the
LorRD was doing. How gentle the tone
with which the LorD God comes to his
fallen crown of creation! “Adam, where
are you?” Think of how irate we behave

when someone purpose-

woman saw that the tree
was good for food, and
that it was appealing to
the eyes, and that the tree
was desirable to make one
wise, she took some of its
fruit and ate. She gave
some also to her husband,
who was with her, and he
ate it. The eyes of both of
them were opened, and
they realized that they
were naked. They sewed
fig leaves together and
made coverings for their
waists. They heard the voice of the LORD
God, who was walking around in the
garden during the cooler part of the day,
and the man and his wife hid themselves
from the presence of the LorD God
among the trees of the garden. The LORD
God called to the man and said to him,
‘Where are you?’”

Friends, before we go any further, | first
want you to recognize the name Moses
uses for God, the name Moses knew well

fully breaks something
after being told to be care-
full Now multiply that
times infinity and we’re
just scratching the surface
of what Adam and Eve
had just done.

God'’s perfect companions
whom he created, be-
trayed him. Those he
made in his image—with
pure holiness, perfect
knowledge and wisdom,
and a perfect understand-
ing of God’s will and the
desire to keep it—these people are gone.
Now they had a new one-true-love...
themselves. Those who expectantly
looked forward to their daily walk and
talk with the LORD in the Garden, now
foolishly hide from the One who sees and
knows all things. They run from the One
who only always loved them perfectly.
That which was filled with life, now is
consumed with death. Don’t think it was
all that bad? Just look at their selfish,
save-myself-at-all-costs behavior that




erupts from their hearts as soon as a still
ever-loving LORD confronts them.

“Adam, where are you?” The man said,
“I heard your voice in the garden, and |
was afraid, because | was naked, so | hid
myself.” Adam tells a half-truth. He was
hiding, afraid and naked. But he wasn’t
afraid because he was naked. See how
easily deception and evasion of responsi-
bility comes to the fallen heart? He was
afraid because he knew he sinned!

God said, “Who told you that you were
naked? Have you eaten from the tree
from which | commanded
you not to eat?” The man
said, “The woman you
gave to be with me—she
gave me fruit from the
tree, and | ate it.” Sudden-
ly, it’s everyone’s fault but
his own. Adam’s helper
and bride is now only use-
ful as a speed bump as he
throws her under the bus. But behind
that you see how far Adam has fallen. It’s
all the way. He now blames the perfect
loving LorD for his sin—“The woman
you gave...”

Adam has raised his fist in defiance
against the LORD. His unbelief and hatred
of God is on full display. His knowledge
of God instantly became so distorted that
he imagines he can shake his fist in the
face of God and get away with it! With
that, there’s no more talking with him, so
the LorD God turns to the woman.
“What have you done?” The woman said,
“The serpent deceived me, and | ate.”

And it’s just more of the same. The blame
game. Sin has spread through every cell
of their bodies and filled every nook and
cranny of their souls. There is nothing left
in their hearts but death! There is not one
little bit of goodness. Not one morsel of
kindness. Not one inkling to love anyone
but themselves. All that is left from per-
fection is a shell.

LOOK AT WHAT HE DID! LOOK AT
WHAT SHE DID! Because of them,
everything was ruined. Everything in
God’s perfect creation began to decay
and has been ever since. That ruin they
brought into their lives
has been passed on so we
share in that ruin. It’s be-
cause of Adam and Eve
that you cry! It’s because
of them that you get hurt,
emotionally and physical-
ly! It’s because of them
that you get sick, whether
it's s cold or cancer! It's
because of them that everyone dies, that
you will die one day!!!

Look at what they did! They ruined
everything! But before you get too angry
with Adam and Eve, LOOK AT WHAT
YOU DID! LOOK AT WHAT YOU ARE
DOING! You’d think after all those thou-
sands of years and generations we would
learn. But no. Each one of us receives
spiritual stupidity from our parents.
From our parents, we received the exact
same fallen heart Adam and Eve received
the moment they fell into sin. And sadly,
every day you prove this fact. You still,
on a daily basis, accept the devil’s lies as



truth and reject God’s truth with your
sin. You still, on a daily basis, deny that
God’s love for you is perfect and com-
plete with your doubt. And finally, when
you bring trouble on yourself by choos-
ing sin or things aren’t going your way,
you blame God for not loving you like he
should! Sometimes blaming God is as
subtle as an, “If only this or that...
then...” “If only God would do this for
me, it would be so much easier for me to
follow him.” But you see, friends, this
thinking is as empty and faithless as the
accusations Adam and
Eve levied against God in
the Garden of Eden.

Look at what they did?
Look at what you did!
Look at what you are do-
ing! What a mess we
have!!! You'd expect fire-
balls from heaven to come
pouring down on each
one of us because that’s
exactly what we deserve!
But, LOOK AT WHAT HE
DID! Look at what God
did!

—

Now that Adam and Eve have revealed
the totality of their guilt and shame, God
speaks. And what does he say? He speaks
a promise of peace and a Savior! The
LorD God said to the serpent: “Because
you have done this, you are cursed more
than all the livestock, and more than
every wild animal. You shall crawl on
your belly, and you shall eat dust all the
days of your life. I will put hostility be-
tween you and the woman, and between
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your seed and her seed. He will crush
your head, and you will crush his heel.”

This is God’s answer to the total ruin
Adam and Eve brought on themselves
and his perfect world! He responds with
the gospel! And how astonishing that
first gospel promise is! God says he will
do everything! He will send a Savior who
will completely destroy the devil’s work.
Since man could not live perfectly and
serve God faithfully, God became a man
to do it all in our place. The devil would
crush the Savior’s heel
through wicked people,
one of his own disciples
and even the curse of
death. But the grave
would not hold him. It
cannot for the promised
Savior must crush the ser-
pent’s head. And that is
exactly what our Lord Je-
sus did when he rose from
the dead on Easter.

This, friends, was God’s

answer to the total ruin
and rebellion of Adam and Eve. How
gentle he is! How patient he is! How lov-
ing he is! Friends, this is exactly how he
comes to you and to me! He doesn’t come
at us, screaming at the top of his lungs.
He doesn’t write us off as a lost cause.
No, he calmly comes seeking us out. He
calls out to us, “ , Where are
you? Please come back to me! I know
what you’ve done. | know you have re-
belled. I know you have sinned. | know
how shameful it is. | saw it all. | know it
all. But I still forgive you. | still love you.



No matter what you’ve done, it’s all been
washed away in the blood of my Son.
Don’t run away any longer. Don’t try and
hide anymore. Come home to me, my
child.”

Today we have seen so vividly why we
need a Savior. In our Gospel today, we’ve
also seen that Jesus is that Seed promised
in the Garden who would come and
crush Satan. Today is the first Sunday in
Lent, not of Lent. Remember that. This
last Wednesday we began our lenten
journey. Today, and throughout the Sun-
days in Lent, we begin Christ’s conquer-
ing march to the cross and empty tomb.

Everything Adam and Eve ruined, God
has and will continue to make new. What
God has done for Adam and Eve, he has
done for you. He has forgiven you. What
God has done for them, he will do for
you when he takes you to live with Adam
and Eve and all believers in the paradise
of heaven. LOOK AT WHAT HE DID!
Amen.

SDG?

2SDG is an acronym for Soli Deo Gloria, which is Latin for “To God Alone Be The Glory”. This is a state-
ment of humility used by many ministers and sacred musicians at the end of their work to let themselves
and others know that it isn’t about getting glory for themselves, but about giving all glory to God.
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